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YOU HAVE ACCOMPLISHED GREAT THINGS!

MULTIPLY 
THE MISSION

$2,298,339
RAISED

Campaign Goal:  
$3,141,592

Your investment in  the St. Albert the Great 
University Parish Multiply the Mission 
campaign has accomplished so much! 
Read more about your impact inside!

SUMMER 2022 NEWSLETTER & CAMPAIGN UPDATE



Greetings from St. Al's!  In this newsletter, we’re showcasing all that has 
been accomplished in the Multiply the Mission Campaign so far!  We’ve reached over 70% 
of our $Pi Million goal, and the results speak for themselves: more FOCUS missionaries, 
more resources for Music Ministry, an expanded and renovated facility, and more! (details 
are here: multiplythemisson.org)

Right now, the parish hall and office renovation is well begun, and we plan to have that 
wrapped up this summer.  We’ve begun the hiring process for a new Director of Music and 
Liturgy.   We’re expecting a really big freshman class this year, and when they arrive in 
August, St. Al’s will be bigger, fresher, and better equipped to welcome them!

The remaining piece of the campaign is focused on building St. Al’s Evangelization 
Endowment.  This will provide sustainable funding for student outreach programs like 
FOCUS, our Campus Ministry Retreats, and Friday Night Fireside Fellowship.  This is a 
particularly fitting way to make a planned gift: giving to the endowment makes your 
legacy integral to more and more young men and women coming to know and love the 
Lord and His Church!

We had an amazing group of people receive Easter Sacraments: 2 were baptized, 3 entered 
Full Communion with the Church, and 4 were Catholics who were confirmed.  This is one of 
our biggest groups (pictured on the back cover), and they came from many backgrounds 
(Muslim, Protestant, churched and unchurched).  Come Holy Spirit!  Please pray for these 
students who have taken this big step, and for the whole community here at St. Al’s!

P A S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E

I  W O U L D  L I K E  TO  E X T E N D  A  H E A R T F E LT  T H A N K  YO U  to you for 
your support of St. Al’s! At the end of May I wrapped up my time at St. Al’s, 
and have transitioned to a new position helping other campus ministries 
and Catholic organizations start and build development programs.

In nearly seven years as the Development Director at St. Al’s I have been 
inspired by the generous spirit of the alumni, parents and friends of the 
ministry who make the good work here happen.

St. Al’s has always been self-sufficient, not sustained by the direct ongoing 
support of any outside organization. This is what has allowed the ministry 
to grow and flourish, and that growth has accelerated in recent years. It has 
been said that campus ministry is in a “golden age.” The work being done 
at campus ministries now will provide a bright hope for the Church in the 
decades to come.

I hope that you will keep the ministry at St. Al’s in your prayers and find it 
worthy of your ongoing financial support.

RHEN HOEHN | Development Director

Stewardship Update

Help us finish the campaign!
multiplythemission.org



Multiply the Mission IMPACT

A key component of the MTM campaign was 
ministry staff expansion. The first part of this 
consisted in expanding the FOCUS (Fellowship 

of Catholic University Students) missionary team from 
four to six.

The six FOCUS missionaries at St. Al’s invite students 
into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and His 
Church, host large group outreach events, weekly Bible 

studies and offer small group mentoring. 
With MTM support, we now have missionaries who 

are reaching out to student athletes, graduate students 
and Greek communities. We also have grown the 
number of women involved with Bible studies and group 
gatherings. The 2022-23 school year will be the ninth 
year St. Al’s has had a FOCUS team. Below we feature 
student leaders impacted by FOCUS.

Natalia Parra-Alvarez
Natalia (’18 BS, ’21 MS, ’22 PhD 

Chemical Engineering) began her 
MTU career in 2014, the same 
year FOCUS came to St. Al’s. For 
the past eight years, Natalia has 
been impacted by the missionaries 
here. “Every time I stepped foot 
in St. Al’s, there was always a 
friendly missionary making me 
feel welcomed and inviting me to 
all sorts of activities both to meet 
people and to grow in my faith.”

Bible studies, discipleship, Mass, 
and graduate student outreach have 
kept Natalia connected to her faith 
and the St. Al’s community as well as 
playing tennis as an undergraduate. 
“I grew in my faith during graduate 
school; praying daily, attending 
weekly Mass, and sharing my faith 
with those who surrounded me. 
I’ve made great friendships and 
have learned and grown so much 
in my faith and my personal life.”

Annika Bergstrom
Annika (’22 BS Environmental 

Engineering) says the FOCUS 
missionaries have helped her to 
learn more about faith, friendship, 
love, and identity. She led a Bible 
study for three years, lectored 
at Mass, and lived in Catholic 
women’s houses.

“I didn't feel like I was "holy" or 
"Catholic" enough to lead a Bible 
study, but the missionaries assured 
me that it's really not about us; it's 
about letting God work through 
us.”

Getting more women involved 
with FOCUS and the St. Al’s 
community has been a gift to 
Annika. “As a woman who studies 
at Tech, you may feel isolated, 
lonely, and misunderstood. Having 
women around you who not only 
understand those experiences and 
feelings but also share the same 
faith as you is empowering.”

Jack Hoffman
Jack (’22 BS Environmental 

Engineering) says as a freshman 
he was very homesick. “It was hard 
for me to be alone so far away from 
home. Going to Mass at St. Al’s was 
one of the few moments each week 
that I felt content and at home.”

He says the FOCUS missionaries 
made an impact on his faith life. 
“I needed an example of how to 
navigate college as a Catholic, and 
the witness of the missionaries 
and the rest of the community 
helped me see that living your faith 
intentionally was a joy-filled and 
fruitful experience.”

Moving into the men’s house 
helped him to form community 
and overcome the loneliness. “I 
carry with me lifelong friendships 
and virtuous habits that I will 
continue to practice, and I thank St. 
Al’s and my time in the men’s house 
for helping me grow immensely.”

Ministry Staff Expansion:  FOCUS Team



Multiply the Mission IMPACT

Enhancing Music Ministry Leadership
The MTM campaign goal to expand our ministry staff also included 

the creation of a new position, Director of Music and Liturgy. 
Many Michigan Tech students are musically gifted. St. Al’s has a 

long, active history of student-led music ministry. These student leaders 
have become music leaders at parishes across the country. We want to train 
more graduates to serve and lead in their future parishes. 

To enhance St. Al’s worship, we plan to hire a full-time Director of Music 
and Liturgy.  The director will recruit more students and parishioners 
and train them in their musical discipline and in musical and liturgical 
leadership. We have started the hiring process for this position by raising 
money to fund the position’s first three years. Currently, we are $35,422 
short of the $225,000 goal.

Andy & Christine Gardner
Andy ’02 (Mechanical Engineering) met his wife Christine ’03 (Clinical 

Laboratory Science) at St. Al’s through the music ministry. The couple 
married at St. Al’s in 2004 and have six children. “St. Al’s is part of our life 
forever. The music ministry helped me so much to grow in leadership. A 
director of music and liturgy would benefit the students and help them to 
share their talents and show them the example of leadership rather than 
figuring out what leadership looks like.”

Mikolai Pal
Mikolai, ’21 BS ’22 MS 

(Electrical Engineering), has been 
part of the Music Ministry at St. 
Al’s. “From the time I started high 
school, I was involved in the choir 
at my home parish. My mom has 
a music background, so growing 
up I also played the piano and 
violin. With my experience at St. 
Al's, I plan to further contribute 
to the music ministry back at my 
home parish.”

Frank Gibes
Frank ’82 

(Chemistry) became 
involved in music 
ministry when he 
arrived on campus 
in 1978. He says 
having a music 
ministry leader 
would be essential for the students. 

“You need somebody to go to 
and talk with and share ideas with; 
a person who can tie together all 
of the people in music ministry no 
matter their backgrounds.”



Multiply the Mission IMPACT

If you would like to watch the St. Al’s 2022 Pi Day Gala video 
or make a gift to the Music Ministry position, visit 

mtucatholic.org/gala

St. Al's Pi Day
DIGITAL GALA

$69,578
of $105,000 funded

59%
of Goal

The goal of this year's gala is to fund the hiring of a Director of Music and Liturgy.  With the 
funds raised so far, we have been able to start the hiring process.  Help us finish our goal 
and your gift will be doubled!  All gifts to this project will be matched 
up to $105,000 ($35,422 remains toward the overall goal!):

At mtucatholic.org/gala, you can make a one-time, recurring, or multi-year gift 
toward this project.  



Multiply the Mission IMPACT

Physical Plant Expansion & Renovation
A very significant piece of the 

MTM campaign is devoted 
to the improvement of our 

facility. Four of the five specific 
projects are either finished or 
underway. These include the 
second story addition, the Chapel 
Rat residence renovation, office 
renovation, and parish hall 
renovation. The fifth piece, which 
is not yet begun, is the front 
entrance improvements.

The second story addition, 
located above the Chapel Rat 
residence, includes two new 
meeting rooms used by some 
of our 20 to 30 student-led 
FOCUS Bible studies, Knights 
of Columbus meetings, 12-step 
group programs, NFP training and 
more. These meeting rooms have 
been highly sought after study 
spaces for individual and group 
study. It also includes a relocated 
priest residence for Fr. Ben and 
Fr. Tom. Finally, the third story 
is an attic that provides ample 
indoor storage. (During COVID, 
this space became the platform 
for Parking Lot Adoration - photo 
upper right)

The Chapel Rat residence which is 
now the first floor of this part of the 
building also has been updated and 
renovated including new flooring, 
new bathrooms, and upgraded 
kitchen counters and cabinets.

The space that had formerly 
been the priest residence as well 

South Elevation with New Additions

John Kostick
John Kostick, (BS ’22, Clinical/

Medical Laboratory Science) 
served as the head Chapel Rat 
this year and says one of the best 
parts is living next door to Jesus 
truly present in the Holy 
Eucharist. “My faith has been 
strengthened considerably since 
coming to St. Al's. I have formed 
amazing relationships with the 
people here based on our mutual 
Catholic faith and having the 
sacraments so readily available 
has been a tremendous blessing.”

as the pre-existing offices has 
been renovated to provide office 
space for our growing staff. These 
renovations also have improved 
traffic flow and storage while 
providing adequate work space 
for the first time to our FOCUS 
missionaries, communications 
director and NFP instructor.

The parish hall renovations began 
in early May. This work includes 
removal of asbestos-bearing tile 
and upgrade of the wall coverings 
and lighting. The kitchen will be 
remodeled and an ADA-compliant 
bathroom will be installed. 

All of these changes have been 
made possible by generous donors 
to the campaign.



Help us finish the campaign!
multiplythemission.org

Help us finish the MTM Campaign!
The final component of the MTM Campaign 

which still needs to be fully funded is the 
evangelization endowment. 

St. Al’s Evangelization Endowment will provide 
reliable and long-term funding for the ministry.  A 
powerful way to help St. Al’s build up more students 
in their faith for years to come is through a planned 
gift, such as a bequest in your will. 

A planned gift to support the St. Al’s 
Evangelization Endowment will make a marked 
impact on the Church in the United States for 
decades to come. Endowments are managed and 
structured to provide funding in perpetuity. Long 
after all of us are gone, the endowment will continue 
to sustain vital campus ministry, building up young 
people in their faith.  For more information on 
making a planned gift, contact your financial advisor  
or visit mtucatholic.org/ways-to-give.  

Multiply the Mission
REMAINING CHALLENGE

Ask God how 
he wishes you 

to be generous, to 
help to plant seeds 
of faith that will 
yield an eternal 
harvest.

Most Rev. John F. 
Doerfler, STD, JCL, 
Bishop of the Diocese 
of Marquette 

"
"

"St. Al’s continues to be a resource for future 
lay leaders in the parishes they move to 
during their careers as well as a resource 
for future men and women searching for 
their respective religious vocations. The Holy 
Spirit is truly alive at St. Al’s.”

Most Rev. Alexander K. Sample
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon 
MTU alumnus ’82 ’84 Metallurgical and 
Materials Engineering

“St. Al’s is a great place because of the 
presence of the students, the newness 
and childlike enthusiasm they have, and 
watching young adults seeking to grow their 
faith and commitment to the Lord.”

Joe and Laura Shawhan
Michigan Tech Head Hockey Coach

To include St. Al's in your will or another form 
of planned giving like a beneficiary designation 
on your IRA, pension, or life insurance policy, 
your financial advisor will need the following 
information:

St. Albert the Great University Parish
411 Macinnes Dr, Houghton, MI 49931
Federal Tax ID Number:  38-2536618



ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH
411 MacInnes Drive
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

WA N T  A  F R E E  S T.  A L' S  T - S H I R T ? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/tshirt

V I S I T  MT U C AT H O L I C . O R G / B LO G
for more pictures and articles

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S ?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

F I N D  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

@mtucatholic

Share your memories with us!
Send to:  allison@mtucatholic.org

This is our 2022 RCIA class. Andy and Saeed were baptized. Kristin, Sydnie, and Johnny were 
received into full communion with the Catholic Church. Four Catholics were confirmed : Blake, 
Dunsten, Seamus, and Allison.

G R O W I N G  C H U R C H


